Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/10 : CIA-RDP92-00053R000300220031-4

NNNNRTTUZ YUW RUTLAAAG623 P§271615-UUUU--RUMTFI,
ZNR UUUUU ZZH Z YN

R 2716142 JAN 77

M FBIS WASHDC

TO FBIS BANGKOK THAILAND 4)[;:)
FEWA
BT
UNCLAS
STAT
590 VA424

REF BK492 ON BANGKOK SOURCELINE: YOUR CASE THAT BANGKOK
MORNING PROGRAM IN ENGLISH PROBABLY INTENDED FOR DOMESTIC AUDIENCE IS
VALID, BUT WE CAN MAKE EQUALLY GOOD CASE FOR INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
SOURCEL INE ON BASIS OF INFORMATION ON FILE HERE AND TECHNICAL
OBSERVATIONS., HOWEVER, SINCE THERE IS GOOD CHANCE FBIS WILL BE
ADOPT ING AN INTERNATIONAL/DOMESTIC SOURCELINE FOR THIS TYPE OF
SITUATION IN NEAR FUTURE, THINK IT BEST YOU CONTINHE TO USE DOMESTIC
SOURCEL INE UNTIL THAT TIME. PEACE. 27/161& JAN
BT
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REF +A259 OV BAVGKOK RADIO ENGLISHeLANGUAGE SERVICEY PFOLLOWING
INFOIMATION 1S BASED PARTLY ON INFORMATION OBTAINED FPROM THA{
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, PARTLY ON RECORDS WERE, AND PAR$LY:
RECOLLECTION OF! MONITORS AND EDITORS}

ALTHCUGH THE RADID THAILAND INTERNATIONAL SERVICE CAARJED FROM
9915 TO 1425 GMT WAS BEEN IN SERVICE FOR MANY YEARS, THE: MORNINO
ENGLISYmLANGUAGE SERVICE (2338»0{55 GMT) WAS ONLY IN{TIATED ON
1 VCVE“BER 1975, YOJU ¥AY RECALL THAT IT WAS JUST PRIQR fo THié:
THAT THE THA! 30VEANMENT BANNED ALL' FOREIGN=LANGUAGE BROADCASTING'
3 GOVERMENT AxD COMMERCIAL STATIONS IN THE COUNTRY; A MOVE THA$:
GEVERATED COVSIDERABLE PROTEST FROM FOREJGNERS LIVING IN AND
AROUND BANGKIK AS WELL AS FROM THAIS WHU ENJOYED TME
EN3LISH=LAVGJAGE MUSIC AND NEWS PROGRAMS CARRIED BY SENERAL!
JGMMSRCIAL STATIONS |

FEELIVG HERE IS TWAT IT WAS SPECIFICALLY IN RESPONSE TO TW{i$:
PROTEET THAT THE THA! GOVERNMENT INITIATED THE MORNING
ENILISHe ANGUAGE SERVICE ON THE MW (922 KMZ) AND FM {97 MMI}
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KHZ) AS 3ART OF THE INTERNATIONAL SERVICE WAS MORE OR LESS [NGIDENPAL
THE FAZT THAT & DIFFERENT OPENING ANNOUNOEMENT WMIGH SEEMS [ESS:
SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED TO TME QVERSEAS AUDIENCE 1S: USED FOR TNE
MURNING CAST ADDS CREDENCE TO TMIS BELIEF,

EVEVIVG CAST OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTI

NTHIS 1S 3ADI0 THAILAND EUROPE' AND ASIA SERVICE, BROADGASFING
DAILY PRIGRAMS IV LAOQ, CHINESE, THAl, ENGLISW, VIETNAMESE|
CAXBODIAV, MabAY AVD BURMESE ON TWE: FREQUENCIES OF 1,908 AND'
9,655 MEIAMERTZ, LISTENERS IN EUROPE AND AS1A CAN TUNE IN TO'US
FROM #9153 TO 142% GMT, AND LISTENERS [N THAILAND GAN ALBO! LISTEN
70 THESE PROAGRAMS ON 920 KHMZ AND 97 MHZ FM FROM 1645 TO: 2188
3ANGKDXK TIvE."

mIRVIVG CAST JPENING ANNQUNCEMENTI

MTHIS 1S THZ' NATIINAL BROADCASTING RADIO STYATION oF TWAJLANDS
BROADCASTING Iy THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE FOR OVERSEAS: LYSTENERS: ON
14,925 AvD 9,655 MHZ, AND FOR LDCAL! LYSTENERS ON 920 KMZ ON: FNmi AM
3AND AND 97 vHZ ON TWE FM BAND, THIS PROGRAM 1S BROAPCAST DAlLY
FROw ©687 TG 2855 LOCALI TIME IV THAILAND, OR FROM 2330 TO: giB8 GMT)w

THUS, FEELIVG MERE! IS THAT WHILE 2945w1425 GMYT CAST [8: DEFINITELY
INTEVDED FOR THE OVERBEAS AUDIENCE: (AWTHOUGH IT 1S ALBO RELAVED: ON
AM A\D FVM LDSALLY), THE 233Pe@155 OMT ENGLISWeLANGUAQGE: SERVICE
(M2 OTHER LAVGUAGES AREi BROADCAST) IS INTENDED AT LEAST A8 MUCM
(AND PRO3ABLY YDRE) FDR THE DOMESTIC AUDIENCE AS FOR TWE: OVERBEAS
WISTENERS, «OJLD PREFER THEREFORE. TO EJTHER LEAVE SOURCELINEI AS
DUMESTIC SERVICE OR CHANGE TO DOMESTIC/INTERNATIONAL: SBRVICE TO
MORE ACCURATzZLY REFLECT BEAMING, IF: THIS 1S PELT NEGEBSARY,
16/06387 JAN
3T
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OUR UNDERSTAND ING IS THAT BANGKOK ENGLISH STARTED LONG AGO AS
A SHORTWAVE SERVICE PRIMARILY FOR LISTENERS ABROAD AND THAT THE FM AND
MED IUMWAVE PARALLELS ARE OF COMPARAT IVELY RF CENT ORIGIN, IT APPEARS
THAT THESE PARALLELS ARE INCIDENTAL TRANSMISSIONS INTENDED FOR
FOREIGNERS IN THAILAND, SUGGEST CHANGING SOURCELINE TO: "BANGKOK
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE IN ENGLISH.™ PLEASE ADVISE., 06/2133Z JaN
BT
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